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Residential Guidelines 
 

Stairs/Single Family Dwelling 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Riser height - the greatest riser height shall not exceed the smallest by more than 3/8” 

Exception:    the top or bottom riser of an interior stair may deviate by no more than 1” but  

in no case may the riser exceed the maximum height of 7 ¾” 

Tread depth - the greatest tread depth shall not exceed the smallest by more than 3/8” 

Nosing profile - the greatest nosing projection shall not exceed the smallest by more than 3/8” 

 

 

 

Full Support 

Full Bearing 
Bearing

10” Minimum 

7-3/4” Maximum 
Riser Height  Closed risers required on stairways 

inside dwelling 

Open risers allowed on 
exterior residential decks 

Tread 
Depth 

3/4”-1-1/4” Nosings  
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